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Summary Information

Repository James A. Michener Art Museum Archives

Creator - Artist Jansen , Catherine

Title Catherine Jansen Collection

Date 1970-1998

Extent 1.0 Linear feet

Language English

Abstract Beginning as a painter, and then a sculptor, Catherine Jansen has been

inventing, exploring and creating photographic processes that merge

state of the art technology with traditional photography since the late

1960s. This collection includes newspaper reviews and copies of articles

highlighting Catherine Jansen’s artwork between 1970 and 1994.

Preferred Citation note

[Title of item], [date of item if known], Catherine Jansen Collection, James A. Michener Art Museum
Archives.
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Biographical/Historical note

Beginning as a painter, and then a sculptor, Catherine Jansen has been inventing, exploring and creating
photographic processes that merge state of the art technology with traditional photography since the late
1960s. The Blue Room (1970), part of the permanent collection at the Michener Museum of Art, was the
first time that Jansen’s innovations with the blue print formula of potassium ferrocyanide and citric acid,
called cyanotype printing, had been used in scale to life three dimensional sculptural “room environment”
as well as the first use of the figure in a life sized photogram. The imaged fabric is stitched together and
stuffed. The Blue Room was reproduced in Frontiers of Photography, part of the Time/Life series, on
pages 92-93. Typically using domestic subjects such as the home, children, and gardens, Jansen's work
has evolved over time reflecting changes in her own life. She also deals with the subject of the female
experience in her art, exploring the feminine in complex ways.

In addition, Jansen has created costumes for stage productions. Most notably, she coordinated and
designed the costumes for the play "Copernicus," written by Jansens's close friend Robert Marcelonis,
performed at the Annenberg Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in June 1994. Jansen was the first artist
to transfer digital photographs to fabric in order to create three dimensional objects. Not only suitable for
the stage, the costumes resemble sculpture work, include contemporary photographic imagery.

Scope and Contents note

This collection includes newspaper reviews and copies of articles highlighting Catherine Jansen’s artwork
between 1970 and 1994.

Arrangement note

Arrangement of the collection

1 Newspaper clippings,
2 VHS,
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

James A. Michener Art Museum Archives July, 2013

Conditions Governing Access note

Collection is open to researchers at the James A. Michener Art Museum Archives. Advance appointments
are required for the use of archival materials.

Conditions Governing Use note

Copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or their descendants, as stipulated by
United States copyright law. Manuscript collections and archival records may contain materials with
sensitive or confidential information that is protected under federal or state right to privacy laws and
regulations. Researchers are advised that the disclosure of certain information pertaining to identifiable
living individuals represented in this collection without the consent of those individuals may have
legal ramifications for which the James A. Michener Art Museum Archives assumes no responsibility.
Permission to publish must be obtained from the Director of the Archives at the James A. Michener Art
Museum Archives.

Immediate Source of Acquisition note

Collection, ARC2006.8, gifted to the James A. Michener Art Museum Archives by Catherine Jansen in
2006.

Processing Information note

This collection was processed by P. Sergey on September 29, 2010.

Controlled Access Headings

Genre(s)

• Newspaper Clippings
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Collection Inventory

Box

Newspaper clippings, 1970-1998 
1

VHS, 1970-1998 
1


